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On a journey with the living Christ; connecting with God, others, and the world.

Many of us are looking forward to post-
pandemic reunions. We’re hopeful to reconnect 
with out-of-state relatives, familiar faces at our 
favorite shops or restaurants, and people we’ve 
missed seeing after worship over coffee. We’re 
also overdue for reunions at a national level. As 
I write this, we hover over the closing moments 
of an extremely contentious election cycle. Of 
course, it makes sense that people will have 
different perspectives on public policy and the 
role of government. Yet, in the last couple of years, 
it’s almost as if we believe that these differences 
separate us beyond repair. This severing of bonds 
weighs heavy on us because we sense that all 
human beings carry the Image of God. 

It will be difficult for us to come back across 
the barriers we’ve thrown up, but reunions are 
worth it. Have you ever known (or been a part 
of) a family that’s prone to ugly disagreements? 
As difficult as things can get, there’s usually a 
holiday or special occasion that draws families 
back together again. When they finally gather or 
share a meal, there may be some sheepish looks 
and lingering frustrations, but mostly people 
rediscover the value of being with family. We are 
all members of God’s family, and I pray that we 
can find ways to reach across the political lines 
we have let separate us.

In the same way, it is time for us to pray into 
the issues of race that separate those whom 
God created to be in relationship. Regardless 
of how often we may try to wish away racism, 
two realities make this difficult for us. The first is 
that all human beings struggle to relate to those 
who are significantly different from themselves 
- culturally, racially, or socioeconomically. The 
second reality is that humans throughout history 
have systematically disadvantaged others. Given 

these two realities, we may need extra help as 
we strive to reunite across racial lines. We have 
many excellent resources (including individuals 
with longstanding relationships to our church), 
that clearly define the historic and present-day, 
systematic disadvantaging of non-white peoples 
in our city and nation. Of course, this a key aim for 
our church’s Racial Justice and Reconciliation Task 
Force, and on page 4 of this newsletter you can 
read more about their upcoming opportunities.

There is another reason for us to address this 
issue. Race relations in America have become 
one of the defining issues of our time. When 
we express our individual views on this matter, 
people will assume that we speak from the 
Christian perspective. People want to know 
how Christians respond to racism. They want 
to know what Bible-believing, Jesus-following 
people say and do about broken relationships 
and systematic injustice based on race. The most 
honest response we can give at this time? We 
are listening; we are learning. We know that 
lengthy dialogue without action is an enemy of 
the oppressed. Yet, if our church’s recent Forum 
is an indicator, our congregation has a lot of 
questions right now. Our search for answers is 
leading us to some surprising facts. We find our 
assumptions challenged by current data, historical 
background, and even knowledge from some of 
our local mission partners. We don’t have this all 
figured out. We do, however, sense a biblical call 
to lean into mercy, justice, reconciliation, and 
sacrificial love (Matthew 5). As God’s children, 
we are called to the table of fellowship with our 
brothers and sisters. We were made for family 
reunions.
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Aren’t We All Caregiving Ambassadors?

by Cheryl Havekost, Deacon of Caregiving Ambassadors

Because West Hills takes seriously the call to 
provide care for one another, we have three 
Caregiving Ambassador Deacons and twelve 
volunteer Caregiving Ambassadors.  Ambassadors 
stay in touch with members of West Hills who 
may not currently be gathering with other church 
members for Bible study, choir, Sunday school, or 
other ongoing groups.  WAIT A MINUTE!  That sounds 
like most of us right now due to this pandemic!  We 
all could use a little care receiving, which means all 
of us are called to be Caregiving Ambassadors.                                                                                                   

Who have you reached out to lately?  Every 
one of us has a very unique group of individuals 
who are/were part of our everyday world.  These 
are people you may know now or from the past: 
extended family / work / church / neighborhood  
/ clubs and organizations / school. Or maybe they 
are passing acquaintances we have met through 
grocery ghopping, dry cleaners, bank, or medical 
providers.  

Take a close look at your list.  Who have you 
connected with to make sure everything is going 
OK?  Is it appropriate to ask people you don’t know 
well, just how they’re doing?  Who doesn’t like to 
be singled out, to be acknowledged in the struggle 
of today’s world? 

The “official” Caregiving Ambassador manual says 
that our ministry is a ministry of listening.  So often, 
it just takes a few words and a little of your time to 
listen, encourage, and show empathy. 

The world right now has a lot of conflict, 
negativity, and unpredictability.  What if one of our 
responses to the world is to intentionally promote 
connectedness and kindness?  Surprise!  You might 
find that not only did you make someone’s day but 
for a few minutes YOU felt pretty good, too. 

The small gestures of a note, text, card, or phone 
call are so important right now.  Something that 
may take you minutes to do can be a very welcome 
distraction from the trials of every day living. 

The Caregiving Ambassadors intermittently 
exchange ideas on ways to connect and remind 
others that they are so important.  Here are some 
suggestions: 

1. Routinely set aside time to make a connection 
with others.  Intentionally plan on contacting 
someone to check on their well being. 

2. Send texts, notes, cards, emails or an unexpected 
package.  This can be as simple as saying “Just 
thinking of you today and wondering how you are 
doing.”  So easy, but how effective and almost as 
good as a hug. 

3. Make or get something to share, for example, 
baked goods, coffee, face masks, whatever you 
have a talent, time, or finances to do.  (This one 
works well for me.  I have made dozens of cookies 
since the start of the pandemic.  I have yet to have 
someone say “No, thanks.”)  Have you ever had 
someone leave a treat at your door?   

4. If you and they are comfortable, meet for a 
socially distanced visit outdoors when possible.  
Backyards, driveways, parks can all be safe places 
to meet, share a cup of coffee and chat.  Personally, 
I keep lawn chairs in the back of my car so that if the 
opportunity comes up to safely talk with someone 
outside at a distance, I’m ready! 

5. Do you have kids at home?  Holidays are coming 
up.  Having kids make posters, cards, pictures to 
share with seniors is a great way to give and receive 
love.  You don’t have to know the person well for 
that gesture to be sincerely appreciated.  Did you 
know that we have at least eight members who 
reside in eight different care communities? These 
communities have had to be so careful during this 
time when visitors are not allowed in.  What would 
it be like to be in the same room or same apartment 
for the last six months with little or no break? 

6. Window or car window visits.  Being able to see 
someone from behind a glass window is better 
than nothing at all.  This has been used widely in 
the senior communities. A friend or relative stands 
outside of a window and has a conversation, either 
through a cracked open window or via cell phones 
or walkie talkies.  Check what the policy is for a 
specific community.  Making signs to put up to a 
window can be a reminder of caring and love. 

7. Pray with them, pray for them.
My challenge to you is to find one or two people 
this week whom you haven’t previously check in 
with.  Maybe he/she is next door, maybe out of 
state or out of this country.  I have found that when 
I reach out, I am never sorry. 

Galatians 6:10  “As we have therefore opportunity, let 
us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are 
of the household of faith.”
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November At A GlanceNovember At A Glance
At West Hills our mission statement...On a journey with the living Christ; connecting with God, 
others and the world, provides us with the framework for how we live our lives. Even though life is 
different now, and we’re connecting in new and different ways, here are notable dates this month 
in the life of our church.

Sundays in November - Live streaming and in-person worship service @ 10 a.m. For those who 
won’t be joining in-person, you can go to the website to connect by live stream! whcomaha.org/live

November 10 - Racial Justice and Reconciliation Forum @ 7 p.m.- That’s right, it’s the second forum 
to continue the conversation on the complex topic of racial injustice. 

November 8-13 - Thanksgiving Fun Take-Home Kit - Thanksgiving Fun kits are designed for thankful 
people of all ages. They can be used by one person or a group. They include a decorative craft, 
conversation starters, and a fall treat to prepare your heart and home for Thanksgiving. Reserve 
your kit today at whcomaha.org or 402-391-8788

November 4 - Podering Podcasts @ 7 p.m.  How it will work: You will listen to the podcast below 
at your convenience. Next email info@whcomaha.org to receive the Zoom link for the dicussion 
group. Lastly, we’ll meet on Zoom, from 7-8 pm, to discuss and share thoughts about the topic. 

Podcast: Unlocking Us Podcast: Brené Brown with Austin Channing Brown on I’m Still Here: Black 
Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness

November 25 - Thanksgiving Service - This will be a prerecorded service this year with the link to the 
video emailed to the congregation by  Wednesday, November 25. It will include a variety of elements, 
including music, scripture, testimonies, and a devotional. Sorry, no pie fest after worship this year. :-( 

November 29 - Hanging of the Green Service @ 6:00 p.m. - A celebration of the start to the 
Advent season.  

November 18 - Podering Podcasts @ 7 p.m.  How it will work: You will listen to the podcast below 
at your convenience. Next email info@whcomaha.org to receive the Zoom link for the dicussion 
group. Lastly, we’ll meet on Zoom, from 7-8 pm, to discuss and share thoughts about the topic. 

Podcast: The New Activist Podcast: Jemar Tisby, The Church’s Complicity in Racism

November 15 - Congregational meeting following 10 a.m. worship service (in-person & online via 
Zoom) - The purpose of this meeting is to elect the new slate of elders, deacons, and members of 
the Nominating Team at West Hills. 

December 3 - “Thou Shalt Not Be A Jerk” Group Discussion - Read the book and join in on the 
conversation at 6:30 pm. Email info@whcomaha.org for the Zoom link.
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Join the West Hills family to count 
your blessings, make a burlap 
banner, and enjoy a fall treat!

Thanksgiving Fun kits are designed for 
thankful people of all ages. They can be 

used by one person or a group. They 
include a decorative craft, conversation 
starters, and a fall treat to prepare your 

heart and home for Thanksgiving.

Reserve your kit TODAY at the website: 
whcomaha.org/events. You will receive 
a confirmation email with instructions 
of when and where to pick up your 

Thanksgiving Fun Kit. 

THANKSGIVING FUN PROJECT!

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good. His love endures forever. 

Psalm 136:1

Advent Devotional Guide
The first Sunday of Advent is November 29, and 
we are currently working on the 2020 Advent 
Devotional Guide. The guide will include daily 
devotionals, weekly activities, and coloring pages. 
There will be both print and electronic editions of 
this publication available to you.

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE

Hanging of the Green
Experience once again the awe and wonder of 
the coming of Christ in this participatory, family-
friendly service on Sunday, November 29, at 
6:00 p.m. that helps mark the beginning of the 
Advent season. We’ll prepare our sanctuary for 
Christmas by putting the finishing touches on the 
decorations, all-the-while preparing our hearts for 
celebrating the birth of Christ. 

ADVENT SEASON - ANY TIME NOW

Our Thanksgiving worship service this year is going 
to be in a video on-demand format. This service 
will include a variety of elements, including music, 
scripture, testimonies, and a devotional. The link 
to this video will be email to the congregation by  
Wednesday, November 25.



The Season of the Nativity: 
Confessions and Practices of An 
Advent & Epiphany Extremist

The first thing you notice about this book when 
you open it up and thumb through it, is it is quite 
visually appealing. This paperback includes a 
liberal mix of photos, color, graphics, and charts. 
Beyond the visual appeal, the content is a mix of 
information, inspirational, and activities. Yes, this 
book is designed for families, but it’s for children 
of all ages.

Here is a sampling of why the author says you 
should read this book: 

• You swore last Christmas that next year 
would be different. You would pay more 
attention to Jesus and less attention to 
creating the perfect Christmas.

• You’ve heard the words Advent and 
Epiphany but really don’t know what they 
are all about.

• You want to create rituals and traditions 
that teach your children about Jesus and 
the stories of the seasons.

• You are fidgety, distractible, and word-
weary. You want some non-reading ways 
to participate in Advent.

• You want exercises and ideas for creating 
personal discipline this season.

For more information about this book and other 
books from the author, go to: prayingincolor.com.

Faithful Families for Advent & 
Christmas: 100 Ways to Make the 
Season Sacred

This new book is filled with practical ideas 
to help families celebrate Advent and Christ-
mas.

Here is a sampling of the chapters in this 
book:

• Decorating
• Family Time
• Giving
• Telling the Story
• Difficult Moments
• Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

For more information about the author and 
this book, go to: traci-smith.com

ADVENT READS by Kevin Gibson, Director of Worship and Music
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As we all have seen and experienced, nothing 
has been “typical” this year.  And that goes 
doubly so for mission opportunities/activities 
for West Hills.  Opportunities to travel and be 
physically with our mission partners disappeared 
as the year progressed.  Personally, I was to have 
been in Lebanon and Syria in May and looked to 
go to Egypt in November.  None of those trips 
could be made.  Nor could trips be made by 
other members of the church. 

But this didn’t mean we stopped staying in 
contact and praying for our partners and others 
that we came to know this year.  This summer, 
our youth group went on multiple “virtual” 
mission trips.  Through a series of Zoom meetings 
in July, members of the West Hills Mission Team 
met with the youth group to share about past 
trips and current activities regarding our mission 
partners.  Michael Backer shared about the For 
His Children ministry in Ecuador as well as Pastor 
Rafael’s work with the indigenous Queshua 
people of Ecuador.  Joanne Topolski shared 
about her experiences as a missionary in India.  
Peg Shirley took time to tell the youth about an 
organization called Christian Women of Vision in 
Cameroon, Africa.  Julie and I got to tell them 
about traveling with The Outreach Foundation 
to Lebanon, Syria and Iraq.   

I hope that sharing stories of people and trips 
opened the eyes of many of our young people.  
It served to remind me about what I consider 
a very important component of mission trips 
– coming back home and sharing these stories 
with you.  To talk about the people we met, the 
needs we saw, and the power of God working in 
the lives of people all over the world is a great 
privilege.  But it is also a great responsibility.  To 
witness firsthand how God is using people in 
far away places to further His kingdom is truly 
an amazing experience and one that invariably 
deepens my own faith journey.  It also reminds 
me of my own limitations and affirms our unity 
in Christ with others in the world.   

Over the years, West Hills has forged 
partnerships with many ministries, local and 
international.  These are long term partnerships 

that enable us to really know those with whom 
we share God’s work in the world.  Someone 
once said that partnership begins when we 
know the reasons for one another’s tears. 

One of our partners is The Outreach 
Foundation, which supports the National 
Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon.  This has 
been a very difficult year for people in that part 
of the world.  Between the severe economic 
problems, there is the pandemic, and add to 
that the huge explosion in Beirut in August that 
destroyed 85% of the country’s grain reserve.  
According to the World Bank, more than 55% of 
the Lebanese now live under the poverty line.  
And yet the synod saw an outpouring of support 
and gifts from around the world, and yes, from 
West Hills Church.  This support to one of our 
partners enabled the synod to continue its vital 
relief efforts to the many in need. 

Partnerships are worth working on because of 
the ways that they bear witness to God’s glory 
and grace, and for the ways they build up the 
church for God’s mission in the world.  Together 
with the church in every place, we are a part of 
the body of Christ – with gifts to share and gifts 
that we need to receive.  

MISSION IN 2020 by Steve Burgess, Elder of Mission

Presbyterian Elementary School in Hassakeh, Syria



Session approved:
• Holding a congregational meeting on November 15, 2020.
• The wedding request from non-members Megan Peterson and Christian Hagan to take place at West Hills 

Church on August 21, 2021.
• The recommendations from the Covid-19 Task Force following the safety measures outlined in their report to 

session (see below for more details): 
- for groups to gather in the church building beginning November 1, 2020
- for 1 or 2 vocalists to sing during in-person events

• The next Racial Justice & Reconciliation Forum is scheduled for November 10, 2020.
• The next Confirmation Class is up and running.

OCTOBER Session notes

Based on the recommendations of the COVID-19 Task Force, Session approved changes to the policy on groups 
meeting in-person at West Hills. They understand our church family’s need for community and want to encourage 
engaging with each other via Zoom as well as gathering safely together in person.  Beginning November 1, 
groups will be allowed to gather in the church following the safety measures outlined below.  

Principles for groups gathering at West Hills:  
• West Hills groups (Bible studies, small groups, ministry team meetings, etc.) may gather using rooms on the main 

level of the church.  
• Groups 20 or less would need to complete a reservation form informing the church office of number of people 

expected, requested room, dates, times, when outside doors would be open and closed, etc.  
• We anticipate groups would take into consideration the comfort level of their members and make decisions 

accordingly. Hybrid meetings will be made available in specific rooms of the church where appropriate technology 
is available, and a request is made. 

• Groups would be expected to follow safety measures - the big three being: 1) social distancing, 2) mask wearing, 
3) hand washing.  

• The staff hallway, staff offices and the workroom will be off-limits to group attendees. 
• If printed materials are needed, staff will prepare it in advance and have it available in the meeting room. 
• Food or drink will not be allowed at this time. 
• Nursery care will not be offered at this time 
• Capacity and cleaning of rooms would follow CDC guidelines with implementation at the discretion of staff.  

(For example: groups would be assigned to rooms based on capacity which has been determined using social 
distancing guidelines; cleaning would occur per CDC guidelines between use of rooms) 

• A staff person will be present in the building when a group is meeting. 
• Implementation of the plan for groups gathering at West Hills will be reviewed and consideration will be given 

at a later date to opening other areas of the church and allowing mission partners and outside groups to gather.   

 
The COVID-19 Task Force recommended, and Session approved 1 or 2 vocalists singing during in-person events 
with the following precautionary measures in place:   
• Vocalists would be located a minimum of 20 feet away from other people with nothing in the pathway between 

them and others.  
• A few days prior to singing, vocalists would be tested for COVID-19 using the rapid test and must have received 

negative test results.  (Example, be tested on Friday in order to sing on Sunday.) 
• Vocalists would agree to not put themselves in situations where they might be exposed to COVID-19 between 

the time of the test and when they sing.  
• Instrumental music could be live in-person as well, with the exception of wind instruments, which would require 

the same precautionary measures as vocalists.  
• The church would cover the cost of testing, and the church may want to consider reserving live vocalists only 

for special occasions. 
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CHANGES TO GROUPS MEETING AT WEST HILLS 

CHANGES TO LIVE VOCALISTS SINGING IN-PERSON
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RETURNING TO CHURCH by Gloria Zinn

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of 
times,” as Charles Dickens begins his novel, A Tale 
of Two Cities. He contrasts the world in England 
and France during the French Revolution.  We, 
too, can’t ignore the contrasts we have been 
experiencing in our church and in our world since 
the Coronavirus came into our life.  As the French 
Revolution moved into its period of social and 
political upheaval in the 18th century, that phrase 
from Dickens’ historical novel came to mind while 
sitting in the familiar sanctuary none of us had 
worshipped in since March. This, I thought, is the 
“best of times.”  Sitting with other worshippers, 
and looking around one could recognize certain 
individuals, even with their masks in place, and 
that was a great feeling.  You could not help but 
think of the many places in today’s world where 
Christians are not allowed to gather together in 
corporate worship, not due to a pandemic, but 
due to a hostile government against Christianity.  

For many weeks our worship time has been 
spent in front of the television or computer, and 
for some being able to receive Pastor Andy’s  
sermons over the telephone.   Since the CDC has 
offered churches who wanted to safely reopen 
specific guidelines to keep their parishioners safe, 
West Hills has done an excellent job of following 
those guidelines. The Session decided to hold only 
one service so the pews and other areas around 
the church would be totally sanitized before 
the service began. It was decided that those 
who planned to attend the service would either 
register online or call the church office and answer 
three health related questions: fever, cough, etc.  
If you woke up on a Sunday morning and wanted 
to come to church, but hadn’t called in to register, 
you could still come. There is a Greeter at each 
door who will ask those same questions.  No one 
is turned away from attending church, unless 
they answer “Yes” to one of the health questions.  
Everyone is required to wear a mask from the 
moment they step in the door of the church until 
they leave and step into their car. Social distancing 
is also enforced by the wonderful and gentle 
ushers, who will lead you to a pew that is already 
measured and marked for social distancing.  If you 
have attended other churches and found they are 
not as strict as West Hills, please note that our 
church is following the required CDC guidelines, 
no matter what other churches decide to do. 
Please support this decision. This terrible disease 
has taken the lives of over 230,000 Americans 
and West Hills Church wants to be open with safe 

guidelines.  With all these plans for opening our 
church it appears you are safer at West Hills than 
you would be out shopping!  

Some of ‘’the worst of times” during this 
pandemic have been not being together for Bible 
study, small groups, or other church activities. 
Not to mention the wonderful social hour before 
each service as we have done every Sunday for 
years. However, our church has made provisions 
for many of the things we have been missing, 
and Thursday Thoughts has been a wonderful 
weekly newsletter where you can read Pastor 
Andy’s excellent comments and learn about the 
activities you can become safely involved in 
each week. We learned we did not have to stay 
isolated when a computer opened a door for us 
to meet via Zoom.   Zoom Bible study may not be 
what you remembered from the past, but it has 
been fulfilling an important need for a number 
of people.  Even the Deacons, Session and the 
Nominating Team have been meeting face to face, 
via Zoom.  Many of us have also found numerous 
ways, in these “worst of times” to reach out to 
people in our congregation that we may never 
have connected with before, and even made 
some new friends. We found time to make cookies 
and other “goodies” to drop off to a number of 
our homebound members, with notes and cards 
to make sure they know we are thinking of them 
even in these “worst of times.”  We found this 
time also gave us the opportunity to reach out 
in ways we had never experienced before, doing 
God’s work.  

So was this the “worst of times” or did we turn 
these days into “the best of times”?  There were 
more opportunities to give to the Heartland Hope 
as we could drop off food at the front of the 
church, as well as drop off cooked Sloppy Joes 
in an outdoor cooler, a ministry Shirley Nelson 
had started years ago.  During our isolation the 
church has found various ways to make sure we 
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remained unified. Our church garden, which we 
had not used so abundantly before, became the 
meeting site for numerous connections, including 
the very important 1:1 with Andy, using masks of 
course. 

Our joys and concerns were still a vital part of 
our ministry at West Hills, and Carolyn Collins 
continued to receive and send out a plethora of 
prayer requests every week.  These requests were 
emailed to a very large number of people in our 
congregation, and were forwarded on to Thursday 
morning Bible study ladies. This also included 
follow-up for all these many prayer requests 
with information on recoveries and thanksgiving 
for prayers given by such a vital group of prayer 
warriors.  West Hills has always been known as a 
praying church, and the coronavirus was not going 
to stop that vital ministry.       

On our first Sunday, West Hills reopened for in-
person worship,  67 people attended on September 
13. However, as these weeks and months of the 
pandemic have made online worship the norm, 
are we becoming too comfortable with our online 
church?  

In the “worst of times,” unlike the pandemic of 
1918, we have been given a technology to continue 
worshipping on Sunday mornings.  If this pandemic 
had appeared twenty years ago we wouldn’t have 
had the opportunity for online worshipping, which 
many churches have adopted.  There are also a 
number of people who have left the church at 
some time in their life. Research has shown that 
attendance in online worshipping has increased 
every week this pandemic has been with us.  If 
you have any health problems, and have been 
advised to stay away from crowds, even in those 
places that are following the CDC Guidelines, such 
as West Hills, then the online services are perfect 
for you until you are advised differently.  

However, if you have found church is “more 
comfortable” sitting in your jammies and drinking 
a hot cup of coffee in front of your television or 
computer please refer to Hebrews 10:25:  “Let 
us not give up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another, and all the more as you see the day 
approaching.”  There’s something very special 
about believers coming together, even in masks 
and social distancing!  In Romans 12:5 we are told 
“in Christ we who are many form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others.”  As the 
body of Christ we need to remember it is through 
community we learn to grow in our faith and not 
in isolation.  It is looking around and seeing others 
in the sanctuary praying, moving to the music on 
the screen, taking notes during the sermon…it is 
through those moments that we feel we are all in 
this together.  Please feel God’s gentle tug on your 
complacency, if you are healthy enough, and join 
the body of Christ at His church this Sunday.  You 
will definitely experience “the best of times”! 

RETURNING TO CHURCH continued, by Gloria Zinn

Did you enjoy Carolyn's message 
on Sunday, the fourth of October? 
I did! She was right: it's not easy 
being a Christian. It's much easier 
to have a frog that's green than 
to be a Christian who loves Christ 
enough to follow Him day in and 
day out. I wish I was a Christian 

who could follow Christ every day of my life, but 
I can't truthfully acknowledge that I do. There are 
days in my life when I'm caught in wanting to do 
something I sure want do, rather than being grateful 
that what I can do is helping others and helping me 
in the process. How many of us just go to church on 
Sunday because that is on our schedule, as opposed 
to going to church and then talking about what we 
heard/learned with friends? And how many of us 
are willing to change how we live after we've truly 
started to listen to what Christ is teaching us, instead 
of being afraid to reach out? Just follow Carolyn's 
advice: use your Master's Card, which is free, and 
is all ready to give you unlimited grace and lots of 
love. That sounds to me like a great way to reach 
out to anyone, anywhere, and offer a bunch of Jesus' 
peace, joy, hope, faith, and salvation. 

SPIRITUAL CORRESPONDENCE
by Jana Prescott
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INTRODUCING THE SLATE OF THE NEXT CLASS OF ELDERS, 

DEACONS, AND NOMINATING TEAM MEMBERS 

The slate of the next class of Elders, Deacons, and Nominating Team Members.

ELDERS:
Caregiving - Karen Lofgren-Anderson
Finance - Mike Overby
Spiritual Formation & Discipleship - Rick Mason
Youth - Paul Bates

DEACONS:
Caregiving Ambassadors - Ginny Jansen
Groups - Sheryl Overby
Practical Needs - Deb Johnson
Stephen Ministry - Laura Meyers

NOMINATING TEAM MEMBERS:
One Year Term - Chris Neil
Two Year Term - Trink Traudt
Two Year Term - Ed Leach

Your Nominating Team is pleased to present the slate of our next class of Elders, Deacons and Nominating 
Team members.  We are thankful for those who have accepted these leadership positions.  Voting will 
occur at a hybrid congregational meeting (offered both in-person and online via Zoom) following the 
10:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, November 15, 2020.   

During our hybrid meeting the entire congregation (whether at home or in the sanctuary) will be able 
to see, hear, and participate. 

How will this work? 

On Friday, November 13, an email will be sent to the entire congregation with: 
1. Instructions and the internet address (“link”) for a Zoom meeting 
2. The minutes of our previous congregational meeting. These need to be approved during our upcoming 

meeting. 

Immediately following worship on Sunday, November 15: 
1. Those worshiping in-person may remain in the sanctuary to participate in the congregational meeting. 

Those participating via Zoom will be projected on the screens in the sanctuary 
2. Those worshiping from home will be directed to leave the livestream and join the congregational 

meeting via Zoom. WHC Staff will be available on the Zoom meeting to help attendees with technical 
issues 

If you have questions or concerns about this new hybrid format, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
church by emailing info@whcomaha.org or calling 402-391-8788. 



The Scriptures say, “Thus the heavens and the 
earth were finished, and all the host of them” 
(Genesis 2:1).  The original Hebrew uses the past 
definite tense for the verb “finished” indicating an 
action completed in the past, never again to occur.  
The creation was “finished” – once and for all.  That 
is exactly what the First Law of Thermodynamics 
says.  This law (often referred to as the Law of the 
Conservation of Energy and/or Mass) states that 
neither matter nor energy can be either created 
or destroyed. 

It was because of this Law that Sir Fred Hoyle’s 
“Steady State” or “Continuous Creation Theory 
was discarded.  Hoyle stated that at points in 
the universe call “irtrons”, matter (or energy) was 
constantly being created.  But, The first Law states 
just the opposite.  Indeed, there is no “creation” 
ongoing today.  It is “finished” exactly as the Bible 
states.  

SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE 
The Bible and the First Law of 
Thermodynamics 

Comfort, R 2001 Scientific Facts in the Bible: 100 
Reasons To Believe The Bible Is Supernatural In 
Origin, Bridge-Logos Publishers

God and the Pandemic: A 
Reflection on the Coronavirus and 
It’s Aftermath by N.T. Wright 

BOOK REVIEW

Discover a different way 
of seeing and responding to 
the Coronavirus pandemic, 
an approach drawing 
on Scripture, Christian 
history, and the way of 
living, thinking, and praying 
revealed to us by Jesus.

The author considers the 
coronavirus and thoughts 
of many regarding the end 
of the world as predicted 
in the book of Revelation.   

Some question, is this the end of the world?  
While others believe the virus is a call to repent 
and reevaluate ourselves and our lives. 

This book attempts to shape us and our faith 
by looking at the 2020 pandemic in relation to 
the Bible. The author reveals passages in the Old 
Testament and points out that there are lessons 
to be learned by its review.  He also investigates 
the fact that upon occasion Jesus would point to 
disasters that had occurred and told us repentance 
was required. 

The search for understanding God in the midst 
of the virus, the author believes, is found in the 
familiar verse of Romans 8:37-39.  Which states 
that nothing will separate us from the love of God. 

According to publisher, Zondervan Reflective, “ 
God and the Pandemic offers profound answers 
to our many questions, including: 

1.  What should be the Christian response? 
2.  What should we think about God? 
3.  How do we live in the present? 
4.  What can we learn about ourselves? 
5.  How do we recover? 

This book points us to faith during a global 
pandemic. 

suggested by Debbie Chadwick
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PLAN NOW!
Thursday, Dec. 3 @ 6:30 PM

There will be a single session to discuss the 
book, Thou Shalt Not Be A Jerk: A Christian’s 

Guide to Engaging Politcs by Eugene Cho

Purchase the book now, read through it, and 
join in the discussion with Chris Moats and 

Rhond Hall leading. More info to follow!
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FOOTNOTES FROM THE LIBRARYBIBLE QUIZ  

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?

(answers on the back page)

Did you know?... 

We have a Reference Library at West Hills? It is 
located downstairs near Fellowship Hall. 

It has only one wall of shelves, but it holds 
many treasures.  There are three sets of Bible 
commentaries and almost any English translation 
of the Bible you can think of.  There are many 
more reference books and study aides, maps 
and other hidden treasures.  So, if you are a 
Bible scholar or would like to become one, 
Check it out! (When you can ;>) ).  

Same Kind of 
Different as Me is 
an amazing true story 
starring Academy Award 
winning actors Greg 
Kinnear, and  Renée 
Zellweger, along with 
Djimon Hounsou and Jon 
Voight.

This inspirational movie 
comes from the New 
York Times best selling 
book of the same title.

Ron and Debbie Hall have the perfect life, or 
so most everyone believes who knows them. But 
their faith and “perfect life” are tested when they 
meet a homeless drifter who leads them on an 
unexpected journey that begins the friendship of 
a lifetime.

Critics hailed this 2017 movie as both powerful 
and inspiring.

MOVIE SUGGESTION

1. Who was the keeper of the money bag among the 
disciples?  A. Peter   B. John   C. Judas  
D. Thomas

2. Who was given the name Belteshazzar?  
A. Jacob   B. Daniel   C. Satan   D. Jezebel

3.Whose bones did Moses take with him when he led 
the Israelites out of Egypt?   A. Abraham’s  
B. Joseph’s   C. Jacob’s   D. Isaac’s

4. Who was the mother of Abel and Seth?  
A. Rachel   B. Sarah   C. Eve   D.  Rebecca

5.Who failed to enter the promised land because of 
disobeying God?  A.  Aaron  B. Miriam  C.  Nadab   
D.  Moses  

6.Who suggested to his brothers to sell Joseph into 
slavery? A. Judah  B. Reuben  C.  Simeon  
D.  Benjamin

7.Who was hanged on a gallows he had built for 
someone else to hang?  A.  Judas   B.  Mordecai  
C.  Haman  D. Xerxes

8.Who was Belial?  A.  One of Samuel’s sons  
B.  Paul’s name for Satan  C.  A prophet  
D.  A follower of the disciples

9.Who was the first person to share an intimate 
relationship with God?  A.  David   B.  Abraham  
C.  Adam  D. Samuel

10.Who worked for his uncle for 7 years in order to 
marry the woman he loved?  A. Esau  
B.  Isaac  C.  Jacob  D.  Aaron

11.Who was the mother of Abraham’s first child?   
A. Sarah   B.  Hannah   C.  Leah   C.  Hagar

12.Who masquerades as an angel of light?  
A.  Michael  B.  Satan   C.  Gabriel   D.  Raphael
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING...Your WH 
Racial Justice and Reconciliation (RJR) task force 
has been meeting for several months now, 
and the reality is, we have what amounts to a 
lifetime assignment, if we choose to accept the 
responsibility.  Racial inequality has been around 
for hundreds, even thousands, of years in some 
form. It will not be overcome in a short period of 
time.  It's probably better to think of us as a team, 
a group of people working towards a common 
goal rather than a task force, which starts with a 
specific goal and will disband when the objective 
is reached. 

We meet by Zoom once a week and much of 
the time has been spent discussing our purpose 
and what we want to accomplish.  Racial injustice 
is a huge, complex and deeply entrenched issue 
- there is no one easy solution.  In simplest terms, 
our goal is to enlighten, educate, guide and help 
the people of WH feel comfortable becoming 
active participants in biblical reconciliation of all 
God's people.   

Our action steps to this point have been 
intentionally slow and conservative, providing 
reading recommendations and sharing of Black 
culture libraries, movies with a racial theme for 
discussion and an introductory forum to introduce 
the team , who we are and the biblical foundation 
that led each of us to accept this assignment. 

For November, a selection of podcasts are 
scheduled for listening. These particular podcasts 
are recordings of conversations focused on racial 
justice and reconciliation with two authors who 
have lived and studied the topic. You will be 
able to listen to the podcast on your own time 
with a Zoom conversation to follow.  In addition, 
another Zoom forum is being planned for 

November.  An introduction to African American 
art, and a special prayer month in February are 
being discussed.  In time, we expect to create 
opportunities for interaction with people of 
color.  When that happens, it should be a process 
where seeds of relationship building can be 
planted. 

This is a very difficult issue and we want to 
be sensitive to your thoughts, feelings, concerns 
or questions.  Please feel free to contact any of 
us, Kathy Padilla, Steve Burgess, Theresa Hamer, 
William Scheopner or me, Bob Drake, if you 
would like a one-on-one conversation. 

RACIAL JUSTICE & RECONCILIATION (RJR) TASK FORCE by Bob Drake

PONDERING PODCAST - Join Theresa Hamer 
as we discuss issues surrounding our faith and 
racial justice. These podcasts are recordings 
of conversations focused on racial justice and 
reconciliation with two authors who have lived 
and studied the topic. You will be able to listen 
to the podcast on your own time with a Zoom 
conversation to follow. Don't be afraid of the 
podcast- they are easy to access from your 
laptop, tablet, or smartphone. It's like radio, but 
on your schedule! So, gather around and listen! 

To receive the Zoom link for the dicussion on 
Nov. 18, send an email to: info@whcomaha.org 

The Podcasts To Listen To In Advance:

The New Activist Podcast: Jemar Tisby, The 
Church’s Complicity in Racism
To be discussed on Wed., Nov. 18 @ 7:00 pm
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Our Mission partner, Young Life, is holding 
an event you won't want to miss, it’s 
the YL2020 NEWS, on Sunday, Nov. 15, 
featuring our very own Channel 6 anchor 
John Knicely! 

Tired of hearing BAD news? Well this 
is GOOD news: Young Life is spreading 
across the city!
Hear the up to date news about what’s 
happening with Young Life across the 
Omaha Metro.

Registration is online and FREE! Everyone 
who registers ahead of time and attends 
the event will be entered into a drawing!!! 

Register at: omaha.younglife.org/events/ 

YOUNG LIFE EVENT - November 15

Grease 9 X 13 baking pan – Preheat oven to 375 degrees
Bottom Crust:
1 - 19oz. yellow cake mix (reserve 1 cup for topping)
½ cup (1 stick) butter, melted
1 egg
Combine remaining cake mix, melted butter and 1 egg. Press into 
bottom of pan. 
Filling:
1 can (1 lb. 14 oz.) pumpkin pie mix
2 eggs 
2/3 C. evap. milk
Combine pie mix, eggs, milk and mix until smooth.  Pour over crust.
Topping:
1 C. reserved cake mix
¼ C. sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
¼ C. (1/2 stick) butter

Combined cake mix, sugar and cinnamon, cut in ¼ C. butter.  Sprinkle over pumpkin mixture.  Bake 45 to 
50 minutes or until knife inserted in center comes out clean.  Serve with whipped topping or ice cream 
if desired. (8 to 10 servings)

RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Pumpkin Pie Dessert Squares from Linda Springsted
recommended and made for many years by Maralee Gifford



COLORING AND DOODLE PAGE
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3015 S 82 Avenue
Omaha, Nebraska 68124 
402-391-8788   
whcomaha.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NOVEMBER
1-Rod Hansen
2-Judy Schnabel
5-Mardel Bridgman
Claire Neil
7-Dorothea Brady
Carolyn Reeves
Bruce Workman
8-Kerry Ault
Scott Julich
9-Juliana Scheopner
11-Denise Dolezal
13-Bonnie Aden

Rick Reeves
Ginny Jansen
Nicole Burns
15-Charissa Wells
19-Jana Prescott
22-Kelly Briggs
23-Mary Jirak
Cheryl Stout
25-Jeff Smith
26-Doug Stout
Cleo Snyder
Donna Peterson

27-Tricia Freeman
28-Kyle Grossoehme
30-Todd Curran

DECEMBER
1-Candy Glasgow
3-Anna Hollingsworth
5-Wayne Moore
6-Sue Carson
9-Joanne Topolski
(the remaining December 
birthdays will be listed in the 
December newsletter)

ANSWERS: 1) C   2) B   3) B   4) C   5) D   6) A   7) C   8) B   9) C   10) C   11) C   12) B

Advent Sermon Series: 
ANY TIME NOW

Nov. 29 - HOPE - Isaiah 64:1-9
Dec. 6 - PEACE - Isaiah 40:1-11

Dec. 13 - JOY - Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Dec. 20 - LOVE - Isaiah 54:1-10
Dec.  24 - CHRIST - Luke 2:1-14


