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On a journey with the living Christ; connecting with God, others, and the world.

TRUE STORY by Andy Hamer, Pastor

Have you ever separated two kids from an 
argument? Ask them to tell you how it all started, 
and you’ll hear two very different stories. Of 
course, the same is often true for adults – we can 
be tempted to tell a story in a way that benefits us 
most. Other times, without even knowing it, we do 
the opposite. As we consider our life experiences, 
sometimes we tell ourselves hurtful half-truths. Our 
limited perspective causes us to lose the thread of 
truth in our stories, and we can miss the reality 
God is weaving with our lives.

Take, for example, the story of Joseph son of 
Jacob. Most of his brothers despised him, and 
in the end they sold him into slavery. After his 
unjust enslavement, he eventually found himself 
wrongly imprisoned in Egypt – for years. This was 
how Joseph described his life to one of his fellow 
inmates, “I was forcibly carried off from the land of 
the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing 
to deserve being put in a dungeon.”1  The story 
Joseph told about his life centered on pain and 
injustice.

But that wasn’t the full truth of Joseph’s story.
God would eventually help Joseph rise from 

prison to govern the entire Kingdom of Egypt. 
Joseph used his position to prevent the Egyptians 
from starving during a great famine. His efforts 
also saved people in surrounding lands, including 
his own extended family. Later, when he was 
gathered with the brothers who had sold him into 
slavery, Joseph looked back on his life and found a 
new reality in his story. “You intended to harm me, 
but God intended it for good to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives.”2 

I don’t mean to say that there’s always a silver 
lining, or even that God causes bad things for our 
own good. Paul the Apostle summarizes much of 
God’s work in our lives when he says, “We know 
that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose.”3  Regardless of whether the 

heartache in our stories results from brokenness in 
our world or from our own poor choices, God can 
rework those stories into something new.

What story do we live in; what story do we tell?
The story of our recent years is about a pandemic 

that has touched almost every aspect of human 
life. We’re starting to see its longer-term effects in 
everything from cultural shifts, to major economic 
swings, to the depletion of caring institutions like 
schools, hospitals, and churches. We experience 
these effects publicly and personally. Even our own 
congregation bears the wounds of these times.

Is that all there is to this story?
During this season, we remember another Joseph. 

The story he told himself was about the breakdown 
of his engagement to Mary. Regardless of the 
bizarre claims Mary must have made to Joseph, 
her pregnancy was proof of her unfaithfulness. So, 
Joseph interprets his story based on his limited 
experience, and he assumes that his choices are 
restricted by the ‘reality’ of the situation. As he 
is about to end the relationship, God steps in and 
shows Joseph another way. God tells the real story 
– a story of hopes fulfilled, for Joseph and for all 
his people.4 

Like Joseph, we all have the opportunity to 
perceive anew the ways that Jesus’ presence and 
purpose rewrite our reality. What’s the story of 
your life right now? What’s the story of our church? 
Where have you seen the hurt, and where are 
the glimmers of hope? When has God’s love been 
visible? How has shalom grown out of brokenness? 
The threads of the story may be dark and complex 
at times, but God continues to weave all things for 
our good.

Holy Spirit, give us wisdom to see the real story 
and the will to share it.

1 Genesis 40:15 / 2 Genesis 50:20
3 Romans 8:28 / 4 Matthew 1:18-25
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Many of us have wonderful memories of past 
Christmases. We may recall the Christmas when 
we received the bike or doll we always wanted 
or the time when finances were limited. We were 
happy with whatever mom or dad could afford 
that year. In spite of your memories of a Christmas 
long ago (or even the memory of the Pandemic 
Christmas when we were all so isolated from one 
another), the warmth of the story of a baby born 
in a manger in the small town of Bethlehem stays 
with us year after year.  

As Christians, we know the true meaning 
behind the popular slogan "Jesus is the reason 
for the season." We understand that Jesus’ birth 
was the fulfillment of the scriptures found in the 
Old Testament and written by the prophets. We 
believe that His birth showed us the pure love that 
God has for each of us: His son. This perfect gift is 
a reminder to us every Christmas and throughout 
the year. Christmas has been the reason so many 
families may plan a special vacation, or gather 
together, sometimes traveling many miles, to 
share that special time with those we love.  

Pat King has fond memories of her grandparents 
traveling 166 miles to spend Christmas with 
Pat and her six siblings. They anticipated their 
grandparents' arrival for days, not only because 
they didn't get to see them that often during 
the year, but also because "grandma made the 
best oatmeal cookies you would ever eat!" Pat 
remembered Grandma would arrive carrying the 
precious cargo in a large round Quaker Oats box, 
and “we would all stand around eyeing that box 
until she opened it and handed each one of us her 
delicious cookies!”  

Esther Smith shared a story about a memorable 
Christmas she and her husband had while living 
in central Africa. They cut down a small cedar 
tree, "similar to the one Charlie Brown had," and 
decorated it with popcorn strings, homemade 
paper ornaments, and freshly baked little cookies.  
The following day, Esther said, "not only was it 
very wilted, but it was also covered with ANTS!  
We were feeding the African wildlife and had a 
funny story to share over the years."  

Carolyn Collins said that growing up on a ranch 
in north-central Nebraska did not allow all the 
relatives to gather for Christmas. That didn't 
stop her Uncle Mont, who lived in Oregon as a 
logger, from sending the families in Nebraska their 

Christmas trees. She recalls one of the families in 
Nebraska would alert the others that the trees 
had arrived via train, and Carolyn said, "They were 
always such special gifts and let us know that 
Christmas was on its way and we had beautiful 
real trees to decorate.” Sometimes he would 
also send “smoked salmon from the streams of 
Oregon.” These became Carolyn's "childhood 
memories which made Christmas special to me."   

Maralee Gifford experienced her first Christmas 
away from Omaha in 1976 when she, her husband 
Gordy, and their two young children (ages 4 & 
5) spent Christmas in Daytona Beach, Fla., with 
Gordy's parents. His brother had given them tickets 
to Disney World, "a wonderful Christmas gift," 
Maralee recalled. They spent the entire day “from 
the minute it opened until it closed  watching our 
children’s faces in awe at the Disney characters,  
riding the rides, attending the many shows and 
enjoying the amazing fireworks.” Maralee admits 
it was exhausting, "but it was thrilling to be at 
Disney World and feel like a kid again, right along 
with my children.  A special Christmas we always 
remembered."   

One of Gloria Zinn’s favorite Christmas memories 
is from 1973. They usually spent Christmas with 
Gloria’s family, but that year it was decided to 
surprise her husband’s mother and father in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. Family came from Texas 
and the East, and eventually gathered at night 
on December 23rd in front of the grandparent's 
house singing Christmas Carols. Mary and Ray, the 
grandparents, stood at the front door listening 
to the Carols when all of a sudden they began 
to recognize family members! Lots of tears and 
many great memories were made that Christmas. 
So whether you are staying home this Christmas 
or welcoming family and friends to help celebrate 
this very special day, we all wish you and yours a 
very blessed Christmas from the Window's Staff.

A CHRISTMAS TO REMEMBER, by Gloria Zinn
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December At A GlanceDecember At A Glance
At West Hills our mission statement .  .  .  On a journey with the living Christ; connecting with God, 
others, and the world, provides us with the framework for how we live our lives. Here are notable 
activities this month, in the life of our church, seeking to connect us to God, others, and the world.

Sundays in December - Livestreaming and in-person worship service @ 10 a.m. Following the 
service, join us for fellowship in Geneva Lounge. For those not attending in-person, we welcome 
you to watch the service by livestream at: whcomaha.org/live 

Thursday Mornings - Women’s Bible study meets at 9:30 a.m. in the chapel. The Serendipity Bible 
study of the book of Exodus. 

Wednesday Mornings - Women’s book study meets at 9:30 a.m. in the chapel. This study is on 
prayer and from the book called “The Sacred Echo” by Margaret Feinberg

Dec. 10 - Cookies and Cocoa at 6:30 p.m.  All church Christmas event! Sign-up at whcomaha.org  

Discipleship Opportunities Sunday Mornings @ 9:00 a.m.:
   * Crosswalk Kids meeting in-person and in the lower level

   * Youth 406 Journey Groups meeting in-person and in room #307

   * Confirmation students meeting in-person and in Youth Chapel #406 
   * “Advent Dreams” discipleship class in the chapel

 Wednesdays - 406 Youth Group meets at 6:30 p.m. in-person and in the youth chapel #406

Wednesday Evenings - Women’s book study meets at 5:15 p.m. in the chapel. This study is on the 
book “Everything You Need” by Dr. David Jeremiah

Dec. 16 - Sloppy Joe Ministry Drop Off at the church. Come between 10-3 to the north circle 
drive and drop your cooked sloppy joe meat and buns in the bins. The food will be taken to the 
Stephen Center to be enjoyed by many! 

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 7 p.m.

Dec. 29 - Youth Neon Night at 7 p.m. All youth are invited to a neon dance party, glow in the dark 
games, and food! 
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encourage this. Family camp is open to the entire 
church family.  It was sad that we could not do this 
as we wanted to until this year. Again, God amazed 
me!  When I went out to the camp for worship on 
Sunday, there were all sorts of groups, laughing, 
talking, and sharing, bringing tears to my eyes. As 
people were leaving, the comment I heard most 
was, "I can't wait until we do this next year.”

VBS: Vacation Bible School has been an 
important part of my life since I was a child. As 
a young mother, I helped. I enjoyed meeting so 
many new people and making relationships that 
went beyond summer. VBS looked different each 
of these past three years, but there was never a 
question if it would occur. Again our West Hills 
family spread God's love by inviting neighbors 
to join the activities. As the team looks ahead, 
there are no limits to what we will consider—an 
unexpected pandemic blessing.

406 WORSHIP: We drove our cars, we listened 
on the radio, we watched our Youth sing, dance, 
and share. We felt like a family again, as we were 
all together worshipping. So we did it again! Who 
knows where God will lead this team? It may 
become a tradition.

WELCOME CENTER:  It was amazing to see a 
dream in our heads be drawn on paper and then 
become a reality. My heart was full as I walked 
downstairs Sunday and saw parents sitting in the 
chairs, chatting, building relationships as they 
waited for their students to come out of class. God 
knew we needed a place to help relationships 
grow even before it became a strategic plan!

FAMILY MINISTRY MOMENT: Our team had 
been brainstorming ways to encourage families to 
be in worship and to help children feel a part of 
it. Then the pandemic hit, and we were watching 
worship online.  The idea of having a "children's 
sermon” was not new but became a priority. 
Four people initially volunteered to be a part of 
this time. I cannot write this without tears in my 
eyes; I felt so close to God as I leaned on Him and 
listened to what He wanted me to share. I have 
been so humbled and blessed by this process. My 
heart is full as I share His thoughts: HIS thoughts, 
not mine.  I will continue to be a part of the team 
and continue this close relationship with God.

Almost 25 years ago, I shared my heart, mi 
corazon, with the Quechua Indians in Ecuador: I 
told them I had a hole in my heart after the death 
of our child, and I asked God to heal it. I then 
heard God reply, "I will make your heart bigger, so 
you can love all my children." Those words came 
back to me when I was asked to be the Elder 
for Children. I look back over these three years 
and am so humbled and blessed by how God has 
worked in my heart and allowed me to join Him in 
His ministry at West Hills. (Ephesians 2:10)

CROSSWALK: I loved seeing how our students 
interacted with their leaders, developing 
strong relationships—strong enough that when 
the pandemic hit, and we had to switch to 
meeting virtually on Zoom, our students were 
extremely flexible and continued to participate 
enthusiastically. "I can't wait to get back! The 
ladies that check us in are always smiling and glad 
to see me,” one student said. They eventually 
got their wish as we first returned outside (Our 
teachers are soooo flexible!) and then moved 
inside with the beloved ladies waiting for them.

FIRST FRIDAYS: “When can I play with those big 
boys again?” “It is fun to see the Hamers join in the 
West Hills family fun.”  “Gingerbread houses are a 
part of our family tradition.” At the beginning of my 
term, the church’s halls were filled with families, 
grandparents, neighbors, Westgate families—all 
laughing and talking, meeting new people. Then the 
pandemic hit, and the team got creative. We still 
wanted to enable family time, so we made activity 
bags to do at home. My heart was gladdened to 
hear how families embraced the new method of 
sharing and even more how they reached out to 
neighbors to make a difference. Our website was 
alive with information and possibilities.

MISSION TRIPS: Mission trips are an important 
part of West Hills. The pandemic could not stop us 
from reaching out to others. God brought us ideas 
and opportunities. My heart loved watching our 
students be willing to try new ways to minister 
to others. Each year was an adventure and full of 
God’s love—what will come next?

FAMILY CAMP: Our team works on having 
opportunities to develop intergenerational 
relationships, and almost all our activities 

FROM THE HEART OF AN ELDER, by Beth Anderson Elder for Children and Youth
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THANK YOU: My heart is full. Thank you for this opportunity. It would be remiss of me not to thank our great 
team that listens to each other, asks questions, and is not afraid to dream big when God puts something on our 
hearts. I want to thank God for the privilege of working with Jessica Scheopner. We met regularly, praying for 
each other and our ministry. We talked, listened, dreamed, shared our lives, and were always open to where we 
thought God was leading us, even when we weren’t sure how that would happen. I’m looking forward to seeing 
where God takes this ministry, confident it is in His hands.

FROM THE HEART OF AN ELDER, continued
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Less than one hundred days ago, fifty thousand 
people were evacuated from Afghanistan with 
only the shirts on their backs. After waiting long 
hours at the airport, many left behind family, 
friends, and a culture that had been their home 
for many generations. Regardless of our political 
affiliation, our hearts go out to these people who 
were at substantial risk because they helped our 
country. Since leaving Afghanistan, many of these 
refugees have been housed on military bases. I 
am glad our church has agreed to partner with 
the Lutheran Social Services to help resettle one 
of these families to our community. Since this is a 
new "ministry" for us, what does this mean, and 
how will it work?

Our partner, Lutheran Family Services (LFS), is 
a social service agency with an excellent track 
record of resettling refugees into our community. 
Their staff will arrange housing, employment, 
education, and a wide variety of health/social 
services, including English language training, for 
over three hundred Afghan refugees over the next 
several months, but they cannot do it alone. Why? 
Because the process is limited, and resources are 
scarce. LFS is given $900 per person and 90 days 
to resettle a family once they arrive. (How could 
you settle into a new culture in 90 days?)

Our role as a partner is to work alongside the 
LFS staff by helping one family settle in and by 
providing furniture and household supplies and 
ongoing mentoring for about six months. Even 
though many of us have never participated in 
this type of ministry, the response from our 
congregation has been great. Several families 
have already donated furniture and supplies, and 
several others have agreed to provide ongoing 
support for several months. Since this is a new 
ministry for West Hills, here are some questions 
that you may have.

Why Omaha? 
Many of these families have friends or relatives 
here, which will help them adjust. 

Have these people been screened? 
Yes, each person arriving will undergo an extensive 
health screening and background check.

When will the family arrive?
LFS is often given less than a week’s notice to 

prepare for a new family. Families are arriving 
every week now. 

Are these refugees Lutheran/Christian? 
Most of these families are Muslim. 

How can we help these families maintain some of 
their culture? 
With the help of friends and relatives and local 
resources which help refugees . . . i.e., local 
supermarkets which have familiar foods. There will 
be many challenges as we seek to help a refugee 
family settle into a new home, a new country, 
and become acclimated to a very different way 
of life. As noted earlier, most of us have never 
been involved with something like this. Will we 
do everything right?  Probably not. Will we make 
mistakes? Probably. But we, along with this family, 
will figure this out. And with God’s help, we show 
them that they are not alone and that we love 
them. And I believe that over time as we learn 
from one another, we will help this family build a 
new life and a brighter future for themselves.

How large is the family that we’re sponsoring?
We currently do not know how many members 
are in the family that we’re going to assist. Note 
that a typical Afghan family might include children 
as well as grandparents.   

How can I help? 
Pray for the process and thank the session/mission 
committee for endorsing this new outreach 
opportunity. Provide household supplies to help 
a family settle in. Or contribute money (write 
Afghan support) on a check to the church.

Why are we doing this? 
David had the right thought years ago when he 
called his followers (and us) to “Defend the right 
of the poor and the orphans; be fair to the needy 
and helpless, and rescue them from the power of 
evil men.” (Psalm 82:3-4) 

For more information about how the Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebraska is assisting Afghan 
refugees, go to www.lfsneb.org and select Aid 
Afghan Refugees at the top of the page.   

SUPPORTING A REFUGEE FAMILY by Jeff Smith and Steve Burgess

https://www.lfsneb.org/get-involved/
https://www.lfsneb.org/get-involved/
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Christmas and the start of a new year are just 
around the corner. I know that isn't exciting 
news to any of you. As I am holding my new 
granddaughter, I can't help but think about her 
first Christmas. This year, she might look at the 
colored lights and bright packages. She won't 
know the reason for what is going on around her. 
However, her parents and those who love her will 
be looking forward to her future. What kind of 
person will she be as she grows up? Will she go to 
college? Will she be successful? More importantly, 
will she be happy and kind to others?

I wonder what things went through the minds 
of Mary and Joseph that first Christmas. They 
knew that Jesus was God's special son and that 
they had an important job to raise him.  Did they 
have any idea that he would be able to carry on 
a conversation with the religious leaders when he 
was 12 years old? Did they expect him to become 
a King? Did they have any clue that he would 
associate with "sinners?" They were familiar 
with the Old Testament prophets. However, do 
you think they could imagine that he would be 
crucified -- and then rise again?  

We are so lucky to know what happened after 
that first Christmas. It is so easy to focus on the 
things we need to do this month. It seems like 
there is an endless list of tasks - decorating - 
buying and wrapping gifts - baking - and the list 
goes on. I hope that all of us can find time each 
day to focus on the real meaning of Christmas. 
Without the birth of Jesus and everything that 
he experienced, life here on earth wouldn't have 
much meaning, and we certainly wouldn't have 
the assurance of something much better to come. 
May your future be bright!

IN AWE AND WONDER 

by Ginny Jansen Deacon of Caregiving 
Ambassadors 

I was going to write an article for the Christmas 
Giving Season on the science behind the saying, 
"There is more happiness in giving than in 
receiving."  Even though studies1 show there is 
truth behind this scripture, I decided to give each 
of my grandchildren (fortunately I only have 3) 
$50.00 along with the following letter: 

I am writing a Christmas article for our church 
newsletter about the saying, "There is more 
happiness in giving than there is in receiving" 
(Acts 20:35). I thought I would put this saying 
to the test. I am sending you $50.00 that you 
can spend on someone other than (yourself, 
obviously), a relative, boyfriend, or girlfriend. You 
can pick anyone you choose and how much you 
spend is up to you. I am hoping you will explain 
why you are choosing them. 

Here are some suggestions: 
1. A teacher whom you think is especially good 
at their job and taught you well. 
2. Someone who is especially kind to others 
and/or you admire for their strong character. 
3. Someone you think could use an act of 
kindness. 

You can pick one or more than one person to 
spend the money on. You cannot just give the 
money to a charity. I want you to experience the 
giving personally. 

On Christmas Day, when we talk on the phone, 
please share your experience with us. 

I will write another article for the January 
newsletter and give you their responses to this 
experience. STAY TUNED!!! 
1For a summary of some scientific studies that 
have proven it is “better to give than to receive,” 
click here.

SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE

by Maralee Gifford

https://www.idlewildfoundation.com/resources-item/science-proves-that-it-is-more-blessed-to-give-than-to-receive/
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BIBLE QUIZ compiled by Gloria Zinn  

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?

(answers on the back page)

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
by Maralee Gifford

This is a side dish that goes 
well with turkey, ham, 
chicken, and pork. Very 
easy and delicious.

CORN BAKE
1 small onion, chopped
1 small green pepper, chopped
½ cup butter
1 – 15 oz. can cream-style corn
1 – 15 oz. can whole kernel corn
1 – 8 oz box Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix
1 cup sour cream
3 eggs

TOPPING
1 cup shredded cheddar
1 cup sour cream

Sauté onion and green pepper in butter. Set aside. 
Combine corns, muffin mix, eggs, and sour cream. 
Stir well and add sautéed mixture. Pour into 
greased 8 x 10 pan. Combine shredded cheddar 
and sour cream; add a dollop on top of the corn 
mixture.  Bake at 350 degrees for 45-50 minutes.

1. In what Old Testament book does a prophet 
begin by describing a terrible plague of locusts?  
A. Ezra  B. Joel C. Hosea D. Lamentations

2. Whose body was embalmed and placed in a 
coffin in Egypt? 
A. Jacob B. Judah C. Joseph D. Reuben

3. Who is the only known Gentile  author in the 
New Testament?  
A. Luke B. Timothy C. John D. Paul

4. What was the name of John the Baptist’s 
father? A. Zarephath B. Zacchaeus C. Zechariah  
D. Zephaniah    

5. Who first named John the Baptist?  
A. His father B. His mother C. the temple priest   
D. an angel

6. How long did Mary stay with her cousin 
Elizabeth after she became pregnant with Jesus?  
A. 4 weeks B. 4 months C. 3 months   
D. A few days    

7. Why did Joseph have to travel to Bethlehem 
to be counted in the census? A. It was the 
closest town near his home B. An angel told him 
to go there C. It was the town Caesar required 
for those living in Nazareth D. Because Joseph 
was a descendent of King David, his ancient 
home

8. Who was filled with the Holy Spirit before his 
birth?  
A. Jesus B. John the Baptist C. John Mark D. Paul

9. Who named Jesus? A. His mother B. Joseph 
C. An angel D. The temple priest

10. What Old Testament book prophesied that 
Jesus would be born in Bethlehem?  
A. Malachi B. Micah C. Habakkuk D. Isaiah

11. What Old Testament book describes a son 
born to a virgin, who will be called Immanuel?   
A. Psalms B. Jeremiah C. Hosea D. Isaiah

12. Who were the first people who told 
everyone about Jesus’ birth? A. The temple 
priests B. The Wise Men C. The Shepherds 
D. The angels

“Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death…” (Psalm 23:4a)

Well, are you coming or going, now that you 
have started a new year? Is it more of the same 
old thing? Or does it have horizons for you to 
explore? New adventures where Christ wants 
you to find Him in some new place? For me, Christ 
is helping me find horizons that are shining out 
before me; horizons that I gave up on a long time 
ago because I figured they were parts of my life 
that went away when my life was changed so 
drastically. Well, Christ has been teaching me new 
ways to keep growing; to keep my heart growing 
beyond what my head thinks is possible.

“Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” 
(Psalm 23:4b)

SPIRITUAL CORRESPONDENCE

by Jana Prescott
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NOVEMBER Session notes

To contact Session, send an email to: 
clerkofsession@whcomaha.org

Westgate Elementary 
School is one of our longtime 
local mission partners. In 
September, we offered 
words of encouragement 
to the faculty/staff as they 
started a new school year. 
We also provided them 

with a "movie night at home package," featuring a 
coupon for a Red Box movie, microwave popcorn, 
and theater candy. In October, we provided chili, 
soup, cinnamon rolls, and fruit to the staff to help 
ease the long day of parent/teacher conferences. 
In December, we will encourage the staff again on 
two different occasions. One day we will provide 
donuts to them, and on the other day, we will give 
them a gift card and cookies. 

We continue to strengthen this partnership 
with volunteers who read with children in first 
and second grade, help in the library, and mentor 
our Westgate partner children. Now, we have 
the names of 26 Westgate children that we are 
planning to provide a present or two to make 
their Christmas a little brighter. Thank you for 
your support of this neighborhood partnership.

WESTGATE ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP NEWS 
by Linda Springsted

Session approved:
• A motion requesting approval for purchase 

and installation of the education hallway 
HVAC System from Anderson Comfort for 
$8,744.  

• A motion made to table the business 
regarding the Matthew 25 Church.  However, 
the individuals who have met on Matthew 25 
will meet and formalize a motion.

• A motion to accept the new job descriptions 
for Personnel and SF&D. 

• A motion to stop maintaining paper copies of 
the Manual of Operations. 

• A motion to move the December meeting to 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month – December 
14, 2021.

The Racial Justice and Reconciliation Task Force 
decided not to pursue hosting an educational 
event about Nebraska prison disparity because 
of potential political differences.

YOUTH: Join us on Dec. 29 from 
7-11p.m. at West Hills for NEON NIGHT!  

We will have food, a neon dance, glow in 
the dark games, prizes, and more!  We will be 
joined by our friends from Hope Presbyterian 
Church and First Presbyterian Church of 
Bellevue! This will be the party of the year!  
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Our Hanging of the Green service was held on Sunday evening, November 28. This is the service where we 
put the finishing touches on the Christmas decorations in the sanctuary, and we turn on all of the Christmas 
lights for the first time of the Advent season. Here are some photos from the evening and comments from 
individuals who attended the service. 

HANGING OF THE GREEN REWIND, compiled by Kevin Gibson

Michaella Dunn 
Our family loved starting the Advent season in 
community with our church family. It was special to 
us to see our children feel like an important part of 
preparing our church building for the season and our 
hearts for the coming of Christ. 

Cindy Mielke 
My husband, Brian, and I participated in The Hanging 
of the Green service at West Hills this year, and 
it was the first we’ve experienced something 
like this—it was so special! I’m used to the church 
having volunteers decorate but creating a service 
that puts the finishing touches together with music 
and readings in a celebration of the first Sunday of 
Advent made it very special. I remarked to Brian that 
more members should attend this service as it was a 
wonderful way to pause and reflect as the busyness 
of the season begins!  

Stacy Neil 
Chris and I had such a wonderful evening attending 
the Hanging of the Green Service. It was such a joyful 
way to start the Christmas season! The music was 
just amazing, the readings were inspirational, and the 
decorations and lighting of the sanctuary really took 
our breath away. Thank you, West Hills, for such a 
special service!  

Peg Shirley 
I look forward to this event every year and wouldn't 
miss it. Some of the stories remind me of Christmases 
long ago when I was a little girl, and others take me 
back to the first Christmas when Jesus was born. 
It is wonderful to hear the story and then sing a 
Christmas carol. At the same time, the final touches 
of the Christmas decorations are brought in. It always 
takes my breath away when we are sitting in the 
dark sanctuary, and then the lights are turned on. I 
think that's what it was like on the night Jesus was 
born. There was darkness until the star shone upon 
the earth and provided light and beauty, and Jesus 
moved into the neighborhood. 
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I don’t know about the rest of you, but I loved 
the movie "Back to the Future." Living in different 
periods and learning from both while you 
experience one from the other. The things we 
could do if that were even possible.

Well, we are living in two different times at the 
moment. Go back to the pre-pandemic state.  What 
was so exhilarating you wish you could still do? 
Now let’s move forward to the current pandemic 
state. So many things we miss, but we are learning 
so many new ways to adapt to these changes. In 
some cases, we may be learning at a faster rate 
than we ever thought possible.

But think of this, God is the same today as He 
was pre-pandemic. God does not change. What 
can we glean from this? God is constant, God is 
ever-present, and God still desires our focus to 
serve His will. So how do we do that? West Hills 
offers numerous ministry areas built to serve our 
God in the best capacities we know-how. I can't 
speak for every ministry team, but I know that 
the Spiritual Formation and Discipleship team 
continues to seek ways to keep our friends and 
members fed with God's good word.

Since we were given the go-ahead to resume 
in-person gatherings at church, we have done a 
few studies on Sunday mornings. These classes 
have generated meaningful times of fellowship 
and educational opportunities to stay sharp on 
God's message. Why is this important? We can 
lean on God’s word/voice for direction just as His 
son did. Jesus, as a child, studied the scriptures to 
understand and defend His role when God called 
Him to the mission. Small group studies increase 
knowledge and foster tight-knit friendships that 
help keep you accountable to God's way. Proverbs 
27:17 says, "As iron sharpens iron, so one person 
sharpens another."

We have a plan full of a variety of Sunday 
offerings, just like we did pre-pandemic. We are 

working on programming for Wednesday night 
offerings as well. But, that does take time and 
effort and the need for some talented people to 
help build these programs back. And I know West 
Hills has some talented people.

If you’d like to lead a short-term class or have 
thoughts on some class offerings, please feel 
free to contact me at richardsmason@cox.net or 
phone me at (402)515-3113 (please be sure to 
leave a message). I would be happy to discuss 
your passion for sharing God's word.

At West Hills, one of our mission values is to be 
"Rooted in God's Word." Think about that, Jesus 
is the vine with deep roots so that we can grow 
with the vine as we share His journey, thoroughly 
nourished and fruitful. Let our future get back 
to what we are deeply rooted in. Join us on this 
growth-led journey.

BACK TO THE FUTURE, by Rick Mason, Elder of Spiritual Form. and Discipleship

suggested by Debbie Chadwick

This 104-minute movie, 
“A Question of Faith,” is the 
story of three total strangers’ 
lives colliding when two 
tragic incidents strike. David 
is a pastor, husband, and 
father who is failing in all of 
his relationships. A woman 
accidentally hits Eric while 
she is driving and texting. This 
accident sends her to jail and 

leaves Eric’s family stunned. In another scene, an 
aspiring singer collapses on stage, and her medical 
diagnosis shakes her father’s world. These three 
families find themselves questioning their faith 
and their very belief in God. They begin to find 
healing as a sequence of events brings them 
together and helps them deal with their issues 
and struggles. This powerful story of faith and 
love takes the viewer on a heartwarming journey 
of reflection. 

The cast includes:  T.C. Stallings (Courageous, 
War Room); Richard T. Jones (Concussion, Criminal 
Minds); C. Thomas Howell (Woodlawn).

A Question Of Faith

DVD SUGGESTION
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DECEMBER
1-Candy Glasgow
Zoe Dozier
5-Wayne Moore
7-Izzy Mercer
9-Joanne Topolski
Brian Myers
10-CJ Young
11-Branden O’Hare
Mary Turner
13-Dale Hawkins
14-Corey Barnes

15-Eddie Nelson
16-Bill Jansen
Tom Gill
17-Jason Scheopner
19-Julie Burgess
Kaylee Boyd
20-Judy Pagel
Terry Sedivy
22-Randy Hess
Michael Backer
27-Taylor Schommer
28-Bev Eckhoff

29-Mark Zimmerman
John Nelson

The complete list of 
January birthdays will be 
in the January newsletter.
JANUARY
2-Verne DeHaven
3-Nancy Chesire
4-Laura Meyers
5-Greg Kuhn
6-Rick Westcott
8-Liz Pittack

Bible Quiz Answers: 1.B  2.C  3.A  4.C  5.D  6.C.  7.D.  8.B  9.C  10.B  11.D  12.C  


